LACOB Minutes

Thursday, February 25, 2010

8:00 am BA 524

Present: 
Maria Brandt, Lyn Brodersen, Corey Butler, Vaughn Gehle, Linda Nelson, Will Thomas, Tom Williford
Absent: 
Lori Baker, Taylor Gronau
Guests: 

Pat Carmody, Angie Fahl, and Jill Schlemmer
Discussion with Pat Carmody, Angie Fahl, and Jill Schlemmer about advising issues
· The end of the first year should be defined as 29 credits.  Students must have the FYS and ENG 151 courses completed by the end of the first year.  If not completed, an advising note will be attached to student’s DARS.  Students must complete SPCH 110 prior to 59 credits being completed.  The Committee strongly supports use of advising notes to prompt completion of these courses.  Deans and Chairs will discuss the possibility of using these courses as prerequisites for major courses at upcoming Chairs’ meetings.
· FYS will be the only, stand-alone critical thinking (MTC Goal 2) course in the LAC.  How will transfer students’ credits be treated?  What if the student took, for example, a first-year seminar at St. Cloud State?  The Committee agreed that, if the student has completed the Minnesota Transfer Curriculum, an Associate of Arts degree, or a Baccalaureate degree, the requirement for the FYS will be waived.  Butler moved that, if a student comes in having a critical thinking and a first-year seminar course, the student will be able to waive registration in the FYS.  Gehle seconded.  Motion carried.
· Angie asked about the sophomore-level writing course, and which specific MTC goal area it would meet.  Pat and Angie led a discussion about transfer difficulties that could be related to this course.  These courses will be tagged with a W to indicate they are writing intensive.   All courses proposed for the W designation will need to include a Proposal of Less Than Major Significance form that adds ENG 151 to the prerequisites.  Butler moved and Brodersen seconded to attach Goal Area 1 to the sophomore-level writing course, no matter which discipline may be home to the course.  Motion carried.

· Pat then asked whether science labs must “match up” with the same science course.  Gehle indicated that there really is no way to avoid students doing this; some students may fail a lecture course but pass the lab or vice versa.  The ideal situation is for the student to take the lab concurrently with a particular course, but it does not always happen this way.  The current situation will remain unchanged.

· Pat asked whether we must verify that the student has completed 41 credits (MTC equivalency) of LAC, instead of simply looking at courses.  Right now, we request that students apply to have the MTC requirements posted to a transcript.  Brodersen moved that we review per content and not per credit, and that students continue to request MTC requirements be posted to a transcript.  Williford seconded. Motion carried.

· Pat indicated that we could not have registration blocks ready for this year, as advising materials will be going out to students the week of March 1.  She will be asking Departments to make recommendations to that effect.  Pat believes this may be good for students, as they will need to be more active participants in registration.  Jill Schlemmer will talk with the ALS Chairs about this process at the Chairs’ meeting on Wednesday, March 2.  Brodersen will ask Dean Burgraff to invite Jill to speak with the BEPS Chairs as well.
· Transitioning present students to the new LAC will be challenging.  Pat is particularly concerned about the Rural/Regional requirement and how we will offer enough sections to cover the requirement.  How will we address this?  Pat believes this may affect 500-600 students.  Pat will do some analysis so that we know where we stand in relation to this issue, and can continue to look at solutions.
· Thomas and Brandt will take this to Exec to request that faculty come forward with courses with the Rural/Regional designation.  It will be discussed at the ALS Chairs meeting on March 2.  Brodersen will ask Dean Burgraff to make this an agenda item at the upcoming BEPS Chairs meeting as well.
Approval of Minutes

· Williford moved and Butler seconded approval of February 11 minutes.  Motion carried.  Williford moved and Gehle seconded approval of February 23 minutes.  Motion carried.
Course Proposal Review
· LIT 170 (Literature: People and the Environment) Butler moved to table discussion of this course pending receipt of a syllabus, and Brandt seconded.  Motion carried.  Gehle expressed concern that this course may open a way for students to complete the SMSU LAC, but not the MTC, as the course is not a science course with a lab-like experience.
· POL 120 (American National Government) proposed for History and the Social and Behavioral Sciences and Ethical and Civic Responsibility designations.  Discussion of proposal.  Williford moved and Butler seconded to accept the course for the History and the Social and Behavioral Sciences and Civic Responsibility designations.  Motion carried.

· HIST 221 (Early America: History of the U.S. from the Colonial Era to the Civil War) was proposed for the Civic Responsibility designation.  Williford moved and Brandt seconded to approve.  Motion carried.

FYS Proposal Review

· The Committee received fourteen FYS proposals.  Brodersen moved to approve all FYS proposals received today, pending review of completed syllabi.  Butler seconded.  The Committee engaged in a discussion that those who propose courses need to be particularly mindful of the critical thinking component and FYS outcomes in the composition of course syllabi.  Butler will email all of those who submitted proposals.  
· There is concern about the number of sections for provisional admits.  This concern will need to be addressed after we have a decision about how MSUSAASF personnel would be involved or not involved in the teaching of the FYS.
Description for April Advising Brochure

· Brodersen will put together course descriptions for FYS, ENG 151, and SPCH 110 to be included in the April Advising Brochure.

Discussion about FYS for Provisional Admits
· Brodersen brought up IFO contract language that indicates MSUSAASF faculty may not teach credit-bearing courses.  Nelson pointed out the MSUSAASF contract language that says employees in other bargaining units may be assigned work in other units.  Butler suggested that, perhaps, this be sent to IFO and MSUAASF Meet and Confer for discussion.  LACOB would suggest that it be the Committee to approve any adjuncts deemed needed to teach FYS, pending a decision at Meet and Confer.  Brodersen will ask that this item be added to Meet and Confer agendas for MSUSAASF and IFO.
Overview of AAC&U Assessment Conference

· Brodersen and Brandt shared their experiences at the AAC&U Assessment Conference.  Brandt spoke specifically about the Critical Thinking Assessment Test (CAT).   LACOB will preview the CAT at the next meeting.  Brodersen shared information from the Conference about building specific Outcome Teams, composed of faculty from a variety of disciplines, as we move forward with the assessment process for the LAC.
Adjournment
· The meeting adjourned at 9:55 am.  The Committee will meet again on March 4 at 8:00 am in BA 524.
Respectfully submitted by Lyn Brodersen

